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1ST PASSIVE HOUSE TRAINING IN US
URBANA, IL, 2008
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EH Arch Projects
2008-2022
CALIFORNIA
• Population: 39,995,077 (~12% of US)
• Households: 11,502,870
• GSP: $3.4 trillion (5th in world)



Passive Building Just Makes Sense!

•Health
•Comfort 
•Quiet
• Efficiency

Results: CA Code à Passive House
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People Choose with Emotion & 
Justify with Logic



The “Logic Trap”

Being passionate about something 
sensible doesn’t make you rational. 



Let’s Use Science to be Less Rational!



Selling “Green” ~ Kids & Veggies

Sell them what they WANT and then 
give them what they NEED.



What do People Want? 

COMFORT

PLEASURE

JOY



Joy

…is Not the Mere Absence of Misery



What Brings People Joy?

• Gratitude, Flexibility, Curiosity

• Connection with Other People – Caring & Being Cared For

• Being Seen

• Sense of Purpose – Goals Aligned with Values

• Experiences vs. “Stuff”

• Agency

• Hope



Is Building Performance Evocative?

•Comfort
• IAQ
•Lighting
•Acoustics
•Efficiency
•Durability



EV Marketing?



EV Marketing!



Perfectly Controlled? Thermal Delight!

Our level of understanding makes it 
theoretically possible to provide for all of
our nutritional needs with a few pills and 
injections. However, while eating is a basic 
physiological necessity, no one would 
overlook the fact that it also has a profound 
role in the cultural life of a people. A few 
tubes of an astronaut’s nutritious goop are 
no substitute for a gourmet meal. It lacks 
sensuality– taste, aroma, texture, 
temperature, color.



Building Performance

CONNECTION to Outdoors?



Building Performance

Daylighting AND Views?



Building Performance

Daylighting AND Views?



Building Performance

Relationship to Surroundings?
• How does it interact with the Sun?
(Shade in summer, warmth in winter)

• Can you greet the sunrise? Toast the sunset?



per·for·mance (pər-fôr′məns)
n.
1.  The act of performing or the state of being performed.
2.  The act or style of performing a work or role before an audience.
3.  The way in which someone or something functions.
4.  A presentation, especially a theatrical one, before an audience.

5.  Something performed; an accomplishment.
6.  Linguistics One's actual use of language in actual situations.



Building “Performance”

In Balance?
or Machinery Battling for Comfort?



Building “Performance”

Moving?



Building “Performance”

Exciting?



Building “Performance”

Soothing?



Building “Performance”

Energizing?



Building “Performance”

Suit Your Moods?



Building “Performance”

Foster Connection?



Building “Performance”

Evoke Pride?
(Consistent with Other Standards?)



Building “Performance”

Express Identity?



“Eco Identity”

2012 TOYOTA PRIUS
50 MPG
$23,015

2012 HONDA CIVIC HYBRID
44 MPG
$24,200



THEN, Justify with Logic

•World’s highest standards for 
health, comfort, quiet & efficiency
• Solar can easily zero utility bills, 
including car charging
• Investment pays back for decades
• Is your “Smart” home also “Wise?”



Go Easy on the Technical Details!



A Generalist Sells.
An Expert Educates.

Generalist

Specialist

Expert

Celebrity



Personalize:
Tell YOUR Story to YOUR People



PRACTICE    PLANNING    PROJECTS    PROFESSIONALS    PROPAGANDA     CONTACT

LIVE  THE  MODERN  CALIFORNIA  DREAM
HIGH-DESIGN, HIGH-PERFORMANCE HOMES FOR THE FUTURE OF CALIFORNIA

(2022 WEBSITE INTRO)



“It’s Been Emotional”
- Big Chris (Lock, Stock & Two Smoking Barrels)

Thank You!
Questions?


