
Jonathan Bean, PhD CPHC
PhiusCon Chicago 2022

Sharing the Power of 
Passive Building
Enabling Distributed District Energy
Six First Principles
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Shift the frame from 
conservation to sharing 
surplus.



Tune thermal storage 
strategies to climate.



Prefer thermal to 
chemical energy storage.



Reduce use of 
refrigerant.



Make it compatible with 
existing technologies 
and systems.



Case study:
SunBlock
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More than affordable 
housing: providing 
cooling as a service
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Enabling a scalable 
subscription model for 
district energy retrofit



$125 electricity
$75 gas

$200 monthly 
average
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$125 electricity
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subscription 

model:
AC, Heat, Hot 

Water
& 

Twice-annual 
system service 

and filter change



Creating a market for local 
innovation in Advanced 
Building Construction
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Demonstrating 
alternative methods of 
cooling and construction
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Conclusion:
Post conservation
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