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Energy—the neighborhood picture
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BIG™ Gardens and Greenway (Conceptual Plan: Site 5, 6, 8, 9, and 11)

BIG™ Gardens and Greenway
The proposed West Woodlawn Greenway complements and implements the City’s 
plans for the area, developed from years  of community input and engagement. The 
Greenway would connect a series of BIG™ gardens and green spaces, providing a  
beautiful, pedestrian path through the neighborhood.
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The Green Living Room™ Existing Conditions

View from Street Fire Damaged Interior Fire Damaged Interior

6435 Entry Rear Areaway

Apartment Interior

Rear Lightwell Annex Roof View of Garage from Rear Yard
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The Green Living Room™ Retrofit



BUILDING LOADS CALCULATED WITH AIR-SOURCE VRF SYSTEMS

6431/33
2nd/3rdFloor

6437/39
2nd/3rdFloor

6431/33
Retail

6437/39
Retail

Adjacent Lot

Garage

Roof

6431/33 2nd/3rdFloor

6437/39 2nd/3rdFloor

6431/33 Retail

6437/39 Retail
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Projected Energy Performance (from dbHMS Study)



Phase 1 Project Area  
(Current Proposal)

The Green Living Room  
Net-Zero Renovation

6437

6439

Future Visioning:
New Commercial Space (Level 1)  

With Residential Units Above

Commercial  
Garden Space

Outdoor  
Uses/Parking

The Green Living Room

6431

6433

Future Visioning:  
"The Green Mall"
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New Accessible  
Green Roof with  

Solar Canopy Above

New Entry Canopy and  
Green Feature, Solar Control

Bio-voltaic Roofs for  
Water Management and  

Solar Generation

Future Visioning: Pedestrian  
Crosswalk to Proposed Pocket Park  
and Community Gardens at Vacant  

Lots West of Cottage Grove

Solar Canopy over Garage Roof  
and Rear Yard

Semi-enclosed Indoor/Outdoor Spaces  
and Uses at Rear Yard, Garage Roof

Future Visioning: New Multi-story Structure  
for Vertical Circulation and Egress

Tie In to Proposed District  
Geothermal at Alley

Parcel Plan: 6437-6439 S. Cottage Grove Ave.
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The Sustainable Square Mile™ West Woodlawn
The Green Living Room™ Renovation
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The Green Living Room™

The Green Living Room™, BIG™ Garden and Farm
The Green Living Room™
BIG Offices
BIG Garden and Farm retail store
Semi-Conditioned public walkway (allows single elevator to serve all parcels)
Business Incubator Commercial Spaces below, small apartments above
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The Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley House Existing Conditions

View from Street View from Alley Unit 1 Interior

View from North

Unit 2 Interior Unit 2 Bathroom

Unit 2 Kitchen
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Mamie Till-Mobley  
Gardens

Till-Mobley Home  
and Museum

Permeable Paving at Rear  
Yard Parking Area

Bio-voltaic Roof

Tie In to Proposed District  
Geothermal at Alley

New Elevator for ADA  
Accessiblity to Museum and  

Historic Till-Mobley Apartment

Preserved and Restored  
Historic Landmark Facade

New Museum Entrance
New ADA Accessible  

Ramp to Museum Entrance

Solar Canopy Over Museum  
Entrance and Rear Yard

New Egress Stair  
and Receiving Area

Outdoor  
Uses/Parking

The Sustainable Square Mile™ West Woodlawn
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The Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley House and Museum

Parcel Plan: 6427 S. St. Lawrence Ave.



The Sustainable Square Mile™ West Woodlawn

Blacks In Green
(BIG™)

The Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley House and Museum

The Emmett Till and Mamie Till-
Mobley  House and Museum
City of Chicago Landmark designation
A heritage and tourism site in West Woodlawn:
Museum, Cultural Center, sculpture garden
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House as Garden (BIG™ and Michael Sorkin Studio)

One Lot in West Woodlawn
Living Building Owner-Occupied and affordable rentals, with communal spaces;
A building to help build 
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